Meeting Minutes
CITY OF PORT ORFORD REGULAR SESSION OF THE PARKS COMMISSION THURSDAY, August 7th, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M.
Commissioners present in person: Ledeen Rickey, Sara Lovendahl, Clark Kocurek, 
1. Call to order/roll call/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Additions to the Agenda

3. Minutes July 3rd, 2025 
a. Sara Lovendahl proposes two corrections: Item 8 e should read “Prouty” not Proudie. And change 12a to read “recommend to City Council that Park Host’s expired contract is not renewed…”
b. Comm. Lovendahl moves to approve the minutes with corrections. Rickey seconds. Motion carries unanimously.

4. Citizen Concerns (On Agenda items only; 3 min.)

5. REPORT: Buffington Park Host – not present

6. Consent Calendar

7. Commissioner Reports
a. Kocurek – no report this month
b. Thompson – not present
c. Lovendahl – no report this month
d. Fraser – not present
e. Currier – Pickleball club had a cleanup June 29th.  Debris near A-frame has not been picked up. Lawn has not been mowed. Nothing has been done outside of the courts. Suggests potentially moving clean-up to the CTR free yard waste week. 
f. Rickey – No report this month

8. Old Business
a. Parks Top 10 Goals
i. Rickey asks if we are going to try to set down goals. Ledeen mentions that her idea ties into the playground money and if that is the case then all we need to do is match that money. Sara clarifies that the money isn’t enough to do the playground, but we did write a planning grant for Buffington that would include the playground. Sara proposes waiting to see how planning grant pans out as it will support build-out grants. Rickey shares that the top #1 priority should be the playground. 
ii. Lovendahl mentions that the parks portfolio is greater than Buffington and that there may be more bite-sized projects to work on until the city’s finances improve. Rickey asks about work parties. Sara says we can recommend small things that need maintenance. Discussion about parks portfolio. 
iii. Bathrooms – both the basketball court and the disrepair bathroom
iv. A-Frame – discussion about maintenance of A-frame exterior.
v. General need for onboarding and orientation for new commissioners.
b. Playground Grant – no updates this week
c. Playground Host Discussion – under review with City Administration

9. New Business
a. Parks Top 10 Goals
i. Top 10 goals discussion:
1. Playground grant and fundraising
2. A-frame porch maintenance
3. Refresh bathrooms at Buffington 
4. Debris removal
5. Fallen tree removal on nature trail
6. Baseball diamond bleachers and announce’rs stand
7. Battle Rock beach trail access
8. Installation of backlogged equipment
9. Build rapport with tribes – Quatomah or Tutuni – to ask for cultural context 
10. Placeholder Goal for later user
ii. Ledeen Rickey moves to approve the top 10 goal. Sara seconds. Motion carries unanimously.
b. Recruitment Discussion
i. Sara mentions that new applicants should appear before commission. Comm. Lovendahl mentions that she has been reaching out to many people. Comm. Rickey asked if Geraldine knows anyone who might be interested. 
c. Application for Appointment
i. The commission reviewed an application from Geraldine Rickel. This would be Geraldine’s first time serving on a commission. Clark recommends sending the application for appointment to City Council with a recommendation to approve. Comm. Lovendahl seconds. Motion carries unanimously.

10. Considerations
a. Citizen’s - None
b. Commissioner’s - None

11. Future Meeting: Thursday, September 4, 2025; with an intent to schedule a park walkthrough and orientation for new commissioners in the fall.

12. Adjourn

Clark’s Notes: I accidentally forgot to hit “Record”  due to audio problems but the streaming worked. Geraldine Rickel attended virtually. The minutes reflect the discussion and decisions of this meeting.
