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CITY OF PORT ORFORD 
REGULAR SESSION OF THE PARKS COMMISSION  

THURSDAY, August 3rd, 2023, AT 6:00 P.M. 
 

Please join this meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://meet.goto.com/633001357  

 You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States (Toll Free): 1 (877) 309-2073 

United States: 1 (646) 749-3129  
Access Code: 633-001-357 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to order/roll call 
 
2. Additions to the Agenda 
 
3. Citizen Concerns (On Agenda items only; 3 min.) 
 
4. REPORT: Buffington Park Host  
 
5. Consent Calendar 
 a. Minutes from 7/7/23 
 
6. Financial Report 
 
7. Commissioner Reports 
 
8. Old Business  
 a. Bench Plaque sales; update 
 b. Post Card Hoodies/T-shirts update 
 c. Playground Update/Comparison 
 d. Visitor Center Update 
 e. Appointment Application: Sierra Izumida 
  
   
9. New Business 
 a. Assuming of the TLT committee duties  
 
10. Considerations 
 a. Citizens b. Commissioner’s 
 
11. Future Meetings 
 Thursday, September 5th, 2023; Regular Meeting In the Gable Chambers at 6:00 pm 
 
12. Adjourn 
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PORT ORFORD PARKS COMMISSION 
REGULAR HYBRID MEETING 

Thursday, July 7th, 2023; 6:00 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
Present: Chair Bryan Thompson, Comm Kelly Bechtel, Liaison/Comm Greg Tidey, Comm. Ciaran 
Fraser, Comm. Clark Kocurek 
Staff: City Administator Huttl, City Recorder Joseph Harrison  
Audience: Jen Bailey, Susan Russell + 2, Tom Calvanese + Inters: Grant, Soph, and Conner, Shania 
Lillie 
 
1. (0:00-0:02) Call to Order:  Chair Thompson called the meeting to order Thursday, July 7th, 2023, at 

(6:00) P.M. Commissioners recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Chair Thompson.  
 
2. (0:02-0:04) Additions to the Agenda: 

 
a. Visitor Center discussion added as item 8(a). 
b. Horse Arena fixes has been added as item 8(b).   
c. Discussion on absorbing the duties of the TLT committee into the Parks Commission added as 

item 9(b). 
 

3. (0:04-0:06)Citizens’ Concerns: 
a. Sierra Izumida: Came to speak to the Planning Commission about small budget items and 

programs she would like to run out of the A-Frame Building. She brought a handout that has 
been included in the minutes. (6:05) 

b. Susan Russell: Just wanted to say Kudos on the amazing Jubilee this year and give thanks to the 
Parks and city for helping.  
  

4. (0:06-0:08) REPORTS:  
 
a. Buffington Park Host Report: Councilors discuss the possibility of finding a new host and 

agree via consensus to direct staff to investigate the job description and meet with the current 
host. (6:08) 
 

5. (0:08-0:10) Consent Calendar:   
 
a. (0:10-0:11) Meeting Minutes July 6th: Committee members take a few minutes to review the 

minutes. 
 

i. Liaison Tidey motions to approve the minutes. (6:10) 
ii. Chair Thompson seconds the motion. 

iii. Discussion: None 
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iv. Vote: (6:10) 
Comm. Bechtel    Yes  Comm. Tidey             Yes       Comm. Fraser     Yes 
Comm. Kocurek         Yes  Comm. Thompson     Yes 
 
6. (0:11-0:12) Financial Report:  CA Huttl provided a verbal financial report. Items that have been 

ordered previously are coming in, the Storage Container for the Park is in and ready to be put in 
place. Addition items for the A-frame are coming in. The only new expenditure since the last 
meeting is adding phone and internet to the Visitor Center. (6:12). 
 

7. (0:12-0:25) Commission Reports:  
  

a. Comm. Kocurek:  Thanked the Community at large for helping with the city and street clean up 
prior to the Jubilee. 

 
b. Comm. Fraser:  The Postcard T-shirts are about half done; the Commission needs to decide if 

the funds raised are going toward a specific line item or are just going to be general funds raised 
and where the City is going to sell the shirts. Via consensus the Commission agrees that the 
funds raised are general funds and to sell the shirts at Café 2.0. (6:15) 
 

c. Comm Tidey:  July 4th disc golf tournament went well; was sold out in 15 minutes and 
approximately 25 additional applicants had to be turned away. Raised $625 for the Parks fund 
and believes that the next disc gold tournament in October will be more successful and will be 
buying extra discs to ensure there are enough for everyone who wants to compete. 

 
d. Comm. Bechtel: Skipped 

 
e. Chair Thompson: Reiterated thanks to the Community for the Community Clean up prior to the 

Jubilee went well and the City and the Park look great. Gives thanks to the Community at large 
for helping and gives extra thanks to the Jubilee Committee for their hard work organizing the 
event. (6:23) 

 
 

8. (0:25-1:26) Old Business:   
 
a. (0:25-0:59) Visitor Center: The Port Orford Visitor Center is part of the Parks Committee and 

currently has two occupants who rent the back rooms; Mainstreet and Redfish Rocks Research 
Station. It needs some renovations and is currently open on volunteer basis. 
 

i. Liaison Tidey: We can get 4 volunteers to help and Mainstreet can provide 3. 
However, we need to get internet and phone at the Center; it was previously 
closed due to safety concerns surrounding lack of communication devices on the 
premises. Additionally, Mainstreet would like to paint the Visitor Center and 
would like Committee approval.  

ii. Susan Russel: Mainstreet want to work with the Parks Committee to get the 
Visitor Center reopened because it gets people to stop in town and look around. 
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Issues currently facing the Visitor Center include: it needing a new paint job, a 
desk needs to be removed, a brochure stand needs to be removed, and we should 
have more Port Orford brochures available. (6:38) 

iii. Tom Calvanese: Introduces 3 of his Interns with Redfish Rocks and lets them 
speak on how they think the Visitor Center can be improved. (6:43) 

iv. Grant: Of the 3 brochure stands, one should be removed to open up space for the 
mural and the interactive display and biological display cases. (6:45) 

v. Soph: Excited to see Visitor Center opening again and is working with State 
Parks to reform the local Junior Ranger Program. (6:47)) 

vi. Conner: Has two items to bring to Committee attention. 
1. Unveiling art piece and the interactive display within the next couple of 

months. 
2. Junket app has a tour of Port Orford with 12 stops explaining the city and 

its history. Conner tried importing all the info to Google Maps but the two 
were non-compatible. Red Fish Rocks is proposing to put perinate QR 
code signs with the info at each stop on the tour and consolidate the 
number of stops. (6:52) 

vii. By Consensus the Parks Committee gives Mainstreet Permission to Paint the 
Visitor Center. (6:59) 
 

b. (1:00-1:07) Horse Arena Fixes: During the Jubilee, the City Hosted a Horse Show, but a 
few problems were found during the set up. (7:00) 

i. Shania Lillie – Gives thanks to the City for allowing her organization to use the 
Arena. Proposes altering Arena slightly for next years event; add a barrier to make 
the Areana conform to standard size and dimensions and using the extra space as 
a staging area. And would like to replace the railing at the Arena as the wood has 
become rotten; made clear that this is not a request for funds, simply a request for 
permission to redo the railings. A handout was given to the commissioners and 
has been included in the minutes. 

ii. Chair Thompson motions to make the recommendation to the City Council 
to approve the work. (7:05) 

iii. Comm. Fraser seconds the motion 
iv. Vote passes unanimously with no further discussion. (7:07) 

Comm. Bechtel    Yes  Comm. Tidey             Yes       Comm. Fraser     Yes 
Comm. Kocurek         Yes  Comm. Thompson     Yes 
 
 

c. (1:07-1:11) Skating in the Community Building: Most of the gear has come in, the last of the 
fixes are being completed soon. Should be ready to reopen to the public for the skating event by 
Friday the 14th, which is being treated as a tentative reopening date.  (7:11) 
 

d. (1:11-1:17) Bench Plaque Price Discussion:  The Commissioners agreed via consensus to set 
the price at $1,500 for each bench/plaque combo. The Benches will go up at 3 locations around 
town, 2 benches in each location,  (7:17) 
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e. (1:17-1:20) Status of Purchases Approved Last Year: BBQ’s are in, we are waiting to consult 

with the Fire Department before putting them in the park. Benches and Picnic Tables are ordered 
but not all of them are in yet.  (7:20) 

 
f. (1:20-1:26) Playground Design: Playcraft has sent 4 designs, we need to select which one we want. The 

Budget is $163,000 which includes the funds raised through various Parks fundraising activities. After 
selecting a design its approximately another 6-8 months for manufacturing before installation can begin. 
By consensus, the Parks Committee directs staff to narrow down selections for next meeting so the Parks 
Committee can vote on a final design. (7:26) 
 

9. (1:26-1:30) New Business:  
 
a. (1:26-1:27) Vice Chair of Parks Committee Selection: 

 
i. Liaison Tidey motions for Clark Kocurek to be the new Vice Chair. (7:27) 

ii. Ciaran Fraser seconds the motion 
iii. Vote passes 4-1 with the only discussion being Clark Kocurek confirming 

that he is willing and able to serve as Vice Chair. (7:58) 
Comm. Bechtel    Yes  Comm. Tidey             Yes       Comm. Fraser     Yes 
Comm. Kocurek         Abstain Comm. Thompson     Yes 
 
 

b. (1:27-1:30) Discussion on absorbing the duties of the TLT committee into the Parks 
Commission: Due to the difficulty of getting members for the TLT committee, it has been 
recommended that the Parks Committee absorbs the duties of the TLT committee. By Consensus 
the Parks Committee agrees. (7:30) 
 

10. (1:30-1:38) Considerations:      
  
a. Citizens:   

 
a. John Huttl: Jubilee did a great job with this years event; multiple records were broken. 

(7:31) 
b. Jen Bailey: Jubilee Appreciates the work that the city and Parks Committee did to help 

the Jubilee Committee make the Jubilee the best it could be. (7:34) 
 
 
 

b. Commissioners:  
 

a. Fraser: Would like to reiterate that the desk in the Visitor Center needs to be removed, it 
is too big for the space its it. Would like to bring up [replacing] the Buffington Park Sign. 
(7:36) 



6 
 

 

b. Bechtel: As we renovate the Visitor Center we need to remember that many of our 
volunteers are older and need a place to sit if they can’t stand for long periods of time. 
(7:38) 
 

12: Future Meetings: 
  Park Commission meeting will be Thursday, August 3rd, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. held as a hybrid meeting 

at City Hall Chambers and online.  
 
13: Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned at (7:40) p.m. on July 7th, 2023, by Bryan Thompson. 
          
 
Attest, 
     
                                                            _______________ 
Bryan Thompson, Chair         Date 
 
 
Attest, 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Joseph Harrison, City Recorder       Date 
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DRAFT CODE LANGUAGE FOR PARKS COMMISSION ASSUMING TLT GRANT REVIEW 
DUTIES 
 
Parks Commission Code:  
2.12.070 Powers and duties. 
    A.   The city parks commission shall have the power and authority to employ consultants to advise on 
parks problems and to pay for their services and for such other expenditures as the commission may 
lawfully incur, including necessary disbursements incurred by its members in the performance of their 
duties as members of the commission, out of such funds as are theretofore placed at the disposal of the 
commission by the common council of Port Orford. 
   B.   It shall be the duty of the city parks commission, and they shall have the power, except as 
otherwise provided by law, to recommend and make suggestions to the city council concerning plans for 
the regulations of, development, and beautification of the city of Port Orford, in respect to the 
development and beautification of the city of Port Orford, so far as its parks and recreational facilities 
are concerned. (Ord. 244 ' ' 6,7,1972) 
     C. The City Parks Commission shall perform the duties of the Transient Lodging Tax Expenditure 
Committee as set forth in Port Orford Municipal Code Section 3.08.250 through 3.08.255.  
 
TLT Code: 
3.08.250 Transient Lodging Tax Expenditure Committee 
     (1) A Transient Lodging Tax Expenditure Committee may be appointed by the Mayor, with Council 
approval, to advise the council on the expenditure of any transient room tax funds appropriated by the 
Council for City area tourism development, beautification and tourism promotion. The committee shall 
be composed of five members of the City, excluding members of the City Council and City employees. 
(Ord. 2000-04 § 2, 2000) (Ord. 2012-01 § 250, 2011) (2013-01 § 250, 2012). 
       (2) The members of this committee shall not receive compensation for their services on the 
committee. 
       (3) The term of office shall be for four (4) years. No member shall be appointed to more than three 
consecutive terms without first taking a one-year break in service. After such break in service the 
members shall be eligible to be reappointment for up to three (3) additional four (4) year terms before 
another one-term break in service. (Ord. 2012-01 § 250, 2011) 
     (4) No member shall vote on a funding petition of any organization of which said member is a 
current member. 
    (5) Should any member resign or be removed from office as herein provided, the Mayor, with Council 
approval, shall appoint a replacement member to fill the unexpired term of the replaced or resigned 
member. 
     (6)  Any member of this committee may be removed from this committee for cause upon written 
recommendation by the Common Council. 
    (7) A quorum of three members shall be necessary to conduct the business of this committee. 
     (8) This committee shall select from its members a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and a Secretary 
who shall serve at the pleasure of this committee. 
     (9) This committee shall keep a record of its meetings and proceedings and shall keep all minutes, 
records and files of this committee in the Tax Administrator’s office. (Ord. 96-16 § 7, 1996: Ord. 212-
90B § 25, 1990) 
     (10) When the City Council delegates the duties of the Transient Lodging Tax Expenditure 
Committee to the Parks Commission, then the provisions of subsections (3) through (8) above shall not 
apply.  
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3.08.255   Grant Funding Procedures 
     (A)   Any recognized nonprofit organization and any business or commercial property in the City 
Limits may file an application for grants of transient room tax funds. The application shall state the 
name of the organization or business to be funded, the amount of funds requested, a description of the 
project to be funded, a statement of the public purpose furthered by the project, the source of matching 
funds, or matching cash in the case of a business and such other information as may be required by the 
City. A business or commercial property may not use labor or donated services as a match, but must 
match the grant with cash, only. 
     (B) All organizations, businesses or commercial property receiving funding under this section shall 
provide quarterly financial reports, which includes a detailed report of the expenditure of funds received 
from the City, and sufficient supporting documents to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City Council 
that the funds were expended pursuant to the terms of the grant. A business or commercial property must 
show expenditure of cash to match the grant funds; no in-kind is allowed for a business or commercial 
property. Reports of uncompleted projects shall be made no later than June 30 of the fiscal year.  
     (C) Any grant funds that are not utilized by an approved grant application shall revert to the City of 
Port Orford TLT Grant budget line to be used by the TLT Committee for re-assignment, either to 
increase an existing grant or to be added to the grant funds available the following year, with the 
approval of the City Council  
      (D) The Transient Lodging Tax Expenditure Committee shall provide reports to the Finance 
Department detailing status of all grants, and unexpended funds pursuant to section 3.08.255 subsection 
(B) of this code. If reports are not received in a timely manner, unexpended funds revert to the City of 
Port Orford TLT Grant budget line. 
       (E) In order to increase awareness and attendance among visitors, all grant applications that seek to 
fund an event shall promote it outside Port Orford at least 60 days before the event.  A media sheet 
listing free sources of listings and announcements will be provided at the time the grant is awarded. 
Documentation of these efforts will be required in the final report. If no free sources are available, this 
requirement may be waived. 
        (F) The Port Orford & North Curry County Chamber of Commerce, as the dedicated Tourism 
Promotion Agency for the City of Port Orford (pursuant to Resolution 2013-08 and Section 3.08.240 
subsection 2 of this code) shall provide quarterly reports to the Finance Department detailing Tourism 
Promotion. (2013-01 § 240, 2012). 

 


